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pressible outburst of emotion he had rushed to the
spot to prevent it, under the impression, however,
that he was the occasion of it. He begged of Frederick
to furnish him with some details about it. Frederick,
touched by these proofs of affection, felt some scruples
at the idea of increasing his misapprehension of the
facts.
"For mercy's sake, don't say anymore about it!"
Arnoux thought that this reserve showed great
delicacy. Then, with his habitual levity, he passed
on to some fresh subject.
"What news, Citizen?"
And they began talking about banking transactions,
and the number of bills that were falling due. In
order to be more undisturbed, they went to another
table, where they exchanged whispered confidences.
Frederick could overhear the following words:
"You are going to back me up with your signa-
ture/' "Yes, but you, mind!" "I have negotiated
it at last for three hundred!" "A nice commission,
faith!"
In short, it was clear that Arnoux was mixed up.
in a great many shady transactions with the Citizen.
Frederick thought of reminding him about the fifteen
thousand francs. But his last step forbade the utter-
ance of any reproachful words even of the mildest
description. Besides, he fejt tired himself, and this
was not a convenient place for talking about such a
thing. He put it off till some future day.
Arnoux, seated in the shade of an evergreen, was
smoking, with a look of joviality in his face. He
raised his eyes towards the doors of private rooms
looking out on the garden, and said he had often paid
visits to the house in former days.